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Thrillin' Manila
by Max Millard
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From 1565 until 1815, the most important vehicle linking Asia with the
New World was the Spanish galleon. These were enormous ships,
shaped like Noah's Ark, that carried a crew of 250 men and boys
between Acapulco, Mexico and Manila, Philippines. They brought
new crops to Asia including corn, potatoes, tomatoes, avocados, chili
peppers, cacao, coffee, squash and peanuts, which all became part
of the Filipino diet. From Asia they took silk, Chinese porcelain, ivory,
precious stones, and spices that were literally worth their weight in
gold.




